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CDC Strategic Directions

Improve health security at 

home and around the world

Better prevent the leading causes of illness, 

injury, disability, and death

Strengthen public health-

health care collaboration







Role of the Tribal Support Unit

• Serve as a conduit 
between Indian 
Country and CDC

• Uphold the Tribal 
Consultation Policy 

• Facilitate the TAC 

• Provide subject 
matter expertise, 
technical assistance, 
and policy guidance

• Liaise with HHS and 
federal partners
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Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC)
The TAC advises CDC/ATSDR on policy issues and broad 

strategies affecting Native tribes and people.

Tucson
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Portland
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Albuquerque

Phoenix
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City

Navajo

Alaska

16 members:

• Area representatives

• One delegate (and one 

authorized representative) 

from a federally recognized 

tribe in each of the 12 IHS 

areas

• Federally recognized tribes 

at-large 

• One delegate (and one 

authorized representative) 

from each of four federally 

recognized tribes at-large



Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting 

and Tribal Consultation Session



Portland area 

delegate

Secretary Shawna 

Shillal-Gavin

Confederated Tribes 

of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation

(authorized rep.: 

Mr. Tim Gilbert)

At-large delegate

Council member Andy Joseph, Jr.

Confederated Tribes of the 

Colville Reservation

Billings area delegate

Council member Patricia Quisno

Fort Belknap Indian Community

Great Plains area 

delegate

Chairman Robert 

Flying Hawk

Yankton Sioux Tribe

Nashville 

area delegate

Principal Chief 

Michell Hicks

Eastern Band 

of Cherokee 

Indians

At-large delegate

Chairman Steve Cadue

Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas

At-large delegate

Chairman Herman Honanie

Hopi Tribe

At-large delegate

Council member Leslie 

Sampson, Sr.

Noorvik Native 

Community

New TAC Members



Bemidji area delegate

Director Cathy Abramson

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

(authorized rep.: Ms. Lisa Abramson)

Oklahoma area 

delegate

Lt. Governor 

Jefferson Keel

Chickasaw 

Nation

(authorized rep.: 

Ms. Lisa Pivec)

Navajo area delegate

Vice President Rex Lee Jim

Navajo Nation

(authorized rep.: 

Ms. Ramona Antone-Nez)

Alaska area delegate

President Alicia Reft

Native Village of Karluk

(authorized rep.: 

Dr. Jay Butler)

Returning TAC Members

Tucson area delegate

Councilman Chester Antone

Tohono O’odham Nation

(authorized rep.: Councilwoman 

Sandra Ortega)



Chronic 
disease 

prevention & 
health 

promotion
74%

Public health 
capacity, 

infrastructure, 
strategic 

partnerships, & 
training

12%

Infectious 
diseases

5%

Environmental 
health

5%

Birth defects & 
developmental 

disabilities
2%

Injury 
prevention

2%

Funding to AI/AN Programs Aligned to 

Disease-Specific Program Areas

Not including Vaccines for Children; numbers rounded



Tribal PH Capacity Building & Quality 

Improvement Co-Ag (2013‒2018)

Priority Area 1 (tribal public health  capacity 
building) 

• Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of   
Chippewa Indians (Wisconsin)

• Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan  (Michigan)

• Kalispel Tribe of Indians (Washington)

• Pascua Yaqui Tribe (Arizona)

• Toiyabe Indian Health Project (California)

Priority Area 2 (project evaluator) 

• Native American Cancer Research 
Corporation (Colorado)



Our Goal

• Improve health of all 
populations and eliminate 
health disparities

• Ensure that AI/AN 
communities receive 
public health services 
that keep them safe 
and healthy

• Collaborate with tribal 
governments to develop 
programs and activities 
that target the needs of 
AI/ANs



Report available at 
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/other/su6203.pdf 



AI/ANs Have the Highest Rates of Suicide

Source: MMWR / November 22, 2013 / Vol. 62 / No. 3, p. 182 





AI/ANs Have the Highest Motor 

Vehicle-Related Death Rates

Source: MMWR / November 22, 2013 / Vol. 62 / No. 3, p. 177, data for 2009 
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AI/ANs Have the Highest 

Smoking Prevalence

Source: MMWR / November 22, 2013 / Vol. 62 / No. 3, p. 82–83; data for 2009–2010 
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AI/ANs Have the Second Highest Preterm 

Birth Rates and Infant Death Rates 

Source: MMWR / November 22, 2013 / Vol. 62 / No. 3, pre-term p. 137; infant p. 172

*Preterm <37 weeks’ gestation 
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Heart Disease and Stroke are 

Leading Killers in the U.S.



67 Million US Adults Have
High Blood Pressure – but Less Than

Half Have it Controlled
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CDC Vital Signs, Sept. 2012; NHANES 2003-2010.
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25% of 
AI/AN have 
high blood 
pressure



Million Hearts: Prevent 1M
Heart Attacks and Strokes by 2017



Million Hearts Will Mean…



CDC Resources and Tools



Public Health Associate Program

• Two-year entry level on-the-job 
training program

• Established to enhance public 
health capacity

• Tremendous growth

Year Number of Associates Hired

2007 10

2008 27

2010 65

2011 64

2012 100

2013 134



PHAP Class of 2012 & 2013 
Associate Locations

235 associates are currently 
assigned to 36 states, 2 

tribes, 2 tribal-serving orgs, 
1 territory, and DC. PHAP 

anticipates placing 166 new 

associates in Oct 2014.



National Voluntary Accreditation 

and Quality Improvement 

www.phaboard.org



Public Health Law Program



Town Hall Teleconference

Monthly call with 

public health 

officials, 

physicians, and 

others, based on that 

month’s 

Vital Signs topic; 

facilitates moving 

data to action!



Did You Know?

• Weekly public health 
e-news for action

• Informs public health 
staff and others and 
helps them move data 
and promising 
practices into action

• Subscribers: 20,000+; 
242 partners 
syndicating content (as 
of 01/14)

www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/didyouknow



Did You Know?

• Available for content syndication

CDC.gov

Syndicated content

Partner 

websites



Have You Heard? Facts from the Field

• Shares news and information from the field

• Concerns

• Challenges

• Subscribers: 17,000+ (as of 01/14)

www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/haveyouheard

• Successes

• Innovative programs




